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SERMON. 



THAT nS STAND FAST IN ONE SPIRIT, WITB ONB MIND, STRlVINtt 
TOOETHER FOB THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL. 

THE Philippian Christians, to whom Paal addretsed this 
epistle, were dear to bim, because he had beeo instraneotal of 
their conversion. He was confident that they were trae 
Christians, — that God " had begun a good work in then^'^ 
and would ** perform it until the day of Jesus Christ/' But 
bis confidence in their final perseverance did not prrevent him 
firom using means for their confirmation in the faith and hope 
of the gospel, nor from exhorting them to the diligent use <tf 
means for their own advancement in holiness. He urged the 
importance of unity and fidelity in the cause of Christ, and of 
abounding more and mere in knowledge, in love, and in all 
things that are excellent ; — that they might be '* sincere, and 
without offence, till the day of Christ; being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, unto the 
glory aad praise of God." — ** Only let your conversation be 
as it becometb the gospel of Christ : that whether I come and 
see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, thai ye 
itmndfast in one spirit^ with one miniy etriving together for the 
faith of the gospeV* 

It is the duty of Christians to make united etertion fiir the 
promotion of the cause of Christ. 

To explain and enforce this doctrine, comprise my design in 
t|^s discourse. 

I. I am to explain the doctrine, or show what is implied in 
die united exertion of Christians in the eause of Christ. 

They are united in k>ve to God. The moral excellenee of 
kis character is the object of their suprette affeetioit* This 



excellence is displayed in the works of Christ, — ^in the charac-^ 
ter and works of him, who " was made flesh, and dwelt 
among" men. Christians behold and love " His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth;" and in loving the glory of Christ, they love the glory 
of God. They possess the moral image of Christ, are recon- 
ciled to God, and united in holy affection. Having the same 
Bible, believing it to be a revelation from God, and receiving 
the truth in love, they will agree essentially in their views and 
feelings respecting Christian doctrines. 

It does not come within the limits of my present design, to 
point out the particular doctrines that are essential to salva- 
tion I nor shall I attempt to show how much true Christians 
may differ in opinion, concerning things of minor importance. 
But they should not differ in regard to any truth that is plain- 
ly revealed. Nor is it a good reason for disunion among 
Christians, that they do not understand the Bible alike, for it 
is their duty to have a right understanding of revealed truth, 
and ^^in one spirit, with one mind," to strive *^ together for the 
faith of the gospel." 

But union of opinion and affection is not all that is re- 
quired^ of Christians ; union of action naturally flows from 
union of heart and soul in the cause of Christ. Christians 
act with decision and seal in a cause, fn which their affections, 
and all the powers of their minds, are engaged. They Relieve 
the truth, and feel the importance of it, and act with firmness 
in its defence. They should be united, but npt in the neglect 
of the interest of Christ's kingdom. This is a kind of union 
which seems to be held in high estimation by seme professing 
Christians. They think highly of union among themselves, 
and agree^ either to oppose the cause of Christ, or to do noth- 
ing for its advancement. — ^ThU is not the union which Christ 
enjoined on his folbwers;— *it is not the peace that he meant, 
when be said, " my peace I leave with you." The union en- 
joined in the gospel implies many important practical duties : 
some of ihem will now be meiitioned. 
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1. It is the daty of Cbristians 10 unite their exertions to 
promote the preaching of the gospel, and tht ministration of its 
special ordinances. On Christians in a special manner, devolves 
the important work of continuing the stated ordinances of the 
gospel, and of conveying them down to their posterity. To the 
primitive Christians, Christ committed the work of preaching 
and supporting the gospel. They understood their duty, and 
felt their obligation to spread the knowledge of the Saviour. 
Ministers obeyed the spirit of this command, ''Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature;" and they, 
to whom " the word of this salvation was sent," believed ''that 
they who preach the gospel should live of the gospel." Thus 
ministers and other Christians stood " fast in onie-spitit, with 
one mind, striving together for the" support and spread of the 
gospel, — ^for the continuance of the stated ministration of the 
word and ordinances of God, and for the conveyance of these 
blessings down to succeeding generations ; and their " labour" 
was " not in vain in the Lord." 

It is now the indispensable duty of all in a Christian com- 
munity, to exert themselves for the support of divine institu- 
tions — ^by their Christian example, by their liberality and 
charity, and by their whole influence, to counteract the ef- 
forts of the enemies of the gospel, and aim to suppress those 
principles and habits, which are hostile to its ssccess. It has 
enemies in every town, in every village, where it is preached. 
Some of its enemies are learned, influential, and powerful. 
This renders the united exertions of Christians more important, 
and their call to duty more urgent. The faithful preaching 
of the gospel cannot be continued, in this sinful worlds with- 
out the vigorous efibrts of the friends of truth. That the 
church may be saved, and God glorified by the full accompKsb- 
ment of his benevolent design in redemption, the gospel must 
he preached. It will be preached to the latest generations, for 
this is not only the command of God, but likewise his eternal 
purpose. This purpose is to be accomplished by the volunta- 
ry and united exertion of the friends of Christ. They should 
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be mifedful of their peculiar obli|^tion, of their great responsi- 
bility, and of the immense importance of their duty, as members 
of the household of faith, — agents for Christ, to whom, in a 
special manner, he has committed the management of the 
great concerns of his holy kingdom on earth. ^ 

2. It is the duty of Christians to attend faithfully to the 
means which God has appointed, for the continuance of the 
church in gospel order. 

That the church on earth may answer the important end of 
its existence, and be continued in the faith, gospel rules must 
be observed in the admission of members, in the dicipline of 
the church, and in training up the children of the covenant. 

United exertion will accomplish more than the single efforts 
of individuals. The truth of this proposition is acknowledg- 
ed, in all the combinations, which the men of the world form, 
in order to unite their strength, in the accomplishment of their 
plans. Christ would have his friends, of ''the children of 
light," in this respect, as wise in their generation as the chil- 
dren of this world, and has authorized them to form them- 
selves into soeieties, for the purpose of enjoying his ordi- 
nances, and combining their influence and exertion in his 
cause. These societies, when viewed separately, are denomi- 
nated the churcnes of Christ, and collectively, the church of 
Christ* It is evident from reason and scripture, that the 
church, formed for the express purpose of promoting the 
cause of Christ, should consist of those who are friendly to his 
religion, that none should be admitted but such as give evi- 
dence of true piety. 

When Christians have entered into covenant with God and 
the church, the importance of watching over each other, 
with Christian affection and fidelity, of maintaining faithful 
discipline, and of promoting the purity of the church, cannot 
be too deeply impressed on their, minds. Without this care 
and watchfulness, no church will continue in a flourishmg state 
-^-without this, the church cannot rise and shine and be " the 
light oi the world.'' 
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As means of eontinniiig the charch, ehildren tre to be tr^o* 
ed ap in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The adiih 
members of the church are not to continue b> reason of deadi* 
Is the church of God on esurth to die with its present mem^ 
bers f If not, how is it to be kept alive ? All the commaada 
of God to parents to Ceach their children his ways, and all hif ~ 
promises to faithful parents, imply that the church is tobe oon- 
tinned principally by the conversion of her own children. How 
is any particular church to be continued? The seats of its 
present members, in the house of God, at the sacramental ta- 
ble, are soon to be left vacant, unless there be an accession of 
active members. By whom are these seats, to be filled f by 
the offspring of the church, or by the children of strangers f 
Christian parents should be able to plead, in behalf oi tbehr 
children, this blessed promise of the everlasting covenant : ** I 
will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my bles«ng upon thine 
ofispring." And that they may have good ground to hope for 
the fulfilment of this promise respecting their children, they 
must train them up for Christ and his church. Their faiibful 
instruction should be accompanied with their fervent prayers, 
that their children may be renewed, that instead of fiithers and 
mothers, there may be sons and daughters, to continue, 
strengthen, and adorn the church. 

Though the church is a spiritual building, yet it is as^trae 
of any particular church, as of a house made with hands, that 
'* by much slothfulness the buildmg decayeth ; and through 
idleness of the hands die house droppeth through.'' Through 
the unfaithfulness of professors, churches have become extinct* 
Where are now the once flourishing churches of Asia? There 
are towns in New-England where churches once existed ; where 
the regular ministration of the word and special ordinan- 
ces of God were enjoyed — ^the memorials of Christ's death were: 
celebrated — ^households were baptized and taught to keep the 
way of the Lobd. But, there, professors of religion were un- 
fvtiiful ; they neglected their duty ; they did not watch and 
pray, nor ** stand fast in one spiriti with one mind striving to- 
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gelber for the faith of the gospel." They were remiss in fam- 
ily teligion and government ; and did not faithfully instruct 
«nd restrain their children. They were unconcerned when 
the church of God seemed to be dying in their hands* Their 
candlestick was removed, and the light which they had hated 
was succeeded by gross moral darkness, 

3. Christians should act in the cause of Christ, under a deep 
spiritual conviction of its immense importance. 

With what indifference do impenitent, unawakened sinners, 
view the cause of Christ ! The excellence of his character, 
the benevolence of his design, the magnitude of the work that 
he has undertaken, the sufferings he endured, the chapge pro- 
duced in tho* «tta.m^»«d^ the miwjQrJ^jBhJjFhic they are 
delivered, the happiness to which tliey are intitled, the joy oc- 
casioned to angels, and the glory which redounds to God ; — 
a collective view of this whole scheme of wisdom and grace, 
makes no deep and abiding impression on their minds. When 
awakened and convicted of sin, their indifference is changed 
for direct opfposition to the truth ; but when they are renewed 
and reconciled to God, their impressions are deep and lasting, 
and their convictions of the immense importance of the cause 
of Christ, spiritual and holy. 

Nothing short of this deep and spiritual conviction of the 
everlasting importance of the Christian religion, will produce 
united, vigorous and persevering exertion in defence of the 
iruth. A barrier against error and vice, is to be set up ;— ^the 
faith once delivered to the saints is to be contended for, with 
all earnestness ;•— the preaching of the gospel and the minis- 
Iratioil of its holy ordinances, are to be maintained ; — the chris- 
tian sabbath is to be guarded from pollution ; — serious atten- 
tion is to be paid to the faithful discipline of the church ; — 
children are to be trained up for the kingdom of heaven ; — in- 
ward corruptions, that war against the soul, are to be subdued. 
'^-The cause of Christ has many adversaries. — His friends are 
lo aim to. counteract the seoret workings, and combined influ- 
ence bf the Vhole mystery of iniquity ;— -wickedness in high 
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places as well as in low. Do infidels grow bold ? do floods 
of error roll in upon the church ? do scoflers mock, " scorn- 
ers delight in scorning, and fools hate knowledge ?'' Do the 
workers of iniquity on earth, and the powers of darkness be- 
neath, unite against the truth ? the friends of Christ are oblig- 
ed to '^ stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together 
for the faith of the gospel ; and in nothing terrified by" their 
^^ adversaries." To compromise with the enemies of truth, is 
to abandon the cause ; to do nothing in this cause is rebellion ; 
to draw back is perdition. Christians must stand in their lot, 
put on the whole armor of God, face the foes of Zion, and 
fight manfully for their Master. They are not left to sustain • 
the conflidt alone. Christ is with them. He is a powerful 
friend ; — " the hope of Israel, the Saviour thereof in time of 
trouble." Under Him, christians are called to manage and 
defend a cause, which involves the luprene interest of man, 
the happiness.of angels, and the glory of God. Such a cause 
is not to be managed and defended by feeble efibrts, — not with- 
out deep conviction of its immense importance, and united con- 
sultation and prayer. Shall the enemies of truth, in every di- 
rection, take counsel together against the Lord ? And shall 
not his friends take counsel together, and concentrate their ef- 
forts, for the advancement of his cause f 

More is required of christians, than to register their names 
with those of the saints, or to come to the table of the Lord, or 
to be of an inofiensive, moral deportment ; — more than to 
have a name to live. Such ^christians, my hearers, you may 
be, and pass smoothly along with the current of the world ; ap- 
plauded by some, for your liberality, reproached by others, 
for your inconsistency ; but, by none revered as pious and 
exemplary christians. 

I proceed to the second thing proposed, vix : — 

n. To oflfer some motives for united exertion in the cause 
of Christ. 

1. There is a continual need of such exertion. In this 
cause, enough can never be done by chriftiansi so long ai 
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tbey have power to act in defence of the doctrines and duties 
of the gospel, or any thing remains to be done for the salva- 
tion of souls, and the glory of God. They love the service of 
God, and desire to be engaged in it as long as he has any 
thing for them to do on earth. They are not to cease from 
their labour in the present world. The more they do for 
Christ, the more numerous are their calls to duty, and the 
more need have they of patient continuance in well doing. Nor 
is this a discouraging doctrine to those, who are not weary of 
doing good. They, who think nothing need be done, and 
nothing can be done, will agree to do nothing. They may 
say : let the gospel be preached, and its ordinances admin- 
istered ^ let it be sent to the puor and destitute, and to the hea- 
then. But this is not all that is required. Something must 
be done. Labour must be performed, and there must be ex- 
pense of property. The silver and the gold are the Lord's. 
David would not present an offering unto the Lord of that 
which cost him nothing. Will a good man wish for a religion 
which costs him nothing i or through covetousness, or love to 
the world, will he say, let the gospel be free ? My hearers, 
how will such things appear at the bar of God f 

Can the inestimable blessings of the gospel be coottaued a- 
^^■^g you, and conveyed down to your children, by inefficient 
desires, without labour and expense f How is vice to be re- 
strained, the rising generation guarded against errors, the 
sabbath kept in remembrance, beaten oil brought into the sanc- 
tuary, and the word of God made known to generations to 
come ? Is aJl this to be accomplished without the combined 
and persevering efforts of the friends of Christ ? Is be a good 
soldier, who will not move until the victory is obtained f Is 
be a true friend to Christ, who will do nothing in his cause un- 
til all difficulties are removed, and others have done all that is 
needful f The greater the difficulties, the greater the necessi- 
ty of united exertion. Difficulties are often greatly increased, 
by -saying * nothing can be done.' How often are divisions 
in parishes, encouraged and continued, by the common i*eport : 
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" we are not united ?*• And the expense of supporting the 
gospel is frequently augmented, by the careless suggestion of 
one to another : ' the burden of supporting the gospel is too 
great.' 

2. Nothing effectual can be done, by christians, for the pro- 
motion of the cause of Christ, without union. If they differ 
widely in their views of christian doctrines, how can they strive 
together for the faith of the gospel ? If they disagree in their 
views of experimental religion, of the nature arid necessity of 
regeneration, how can they strive together, in their prayers, for 
the influence of the Spirit of God to revive his work ? If they, 
differ essentially respecting christian doctrines, and experimen- 
tal religion, they will not agree respecting practical religion.. 
On this subject they will differ as widely, as they do in mat- 
ters of faith and experience. The supporting of Christian or- 
dinances, the use of means which God has appointed for the 
continuance of the church, faithful christian discipline, the re- 
ligious education of children, family government, contribut- 
ing for the spread of the gospel, and united prayer /or the Holy 
Spirit to make means effectual, are subjects of christian prac-. 
tice ; and concerning these practical subjects, professors of re- 
ligion disagree as much, as they do about doctrines. 

Where disunion in sentiment and practice prevails, amons 
professors of religion, nothing effectual will be done for the 
promotion of the kingdom of holiness. The ways of Zion 
mourn;— her wastes are not repaired,»!>her walls do not ris^. 
What one attempts to build, another throws down. The be- 
nevolent exertions of the pious are counteracted by the oppo- 
site exertions, or inaction, of those who profess to be engaged 
in the same cause. Christians, as workers together with Christ| 
have the interest of His kindom on earth committed to tliemj 
to be managed by their prudence, wisdom, diligence and zeal^ 
according to the direction, and by the strength of Christ. My 
Christian brethren, here is a cause which you justly acknowl-. 
edge to be of immense importance, involving your supreqie 
personal interest and happiness, the everlasting state of the 
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soak of your children, and the only hope of salvation for the 
multitudes around you, who, if not saved by the gospel, will 
die in their sins ; — and as you are faithful, or unfaithful, so 
this cause will prosper or decline in your hands. 

3. By united and persevering exertion in the cause of Christ, 
christians may do great good. The primitive christians were 
united, zealous, and successful in their labours. The church 
was enlarged, the gospel spread, and its blessings conveyed 
down to posterity. Great good has been done by the friends 
of Christ within a few years ; — ^the destitute have been furnish- 
ed with means of salvation ; the gospel has been sent to the 
heathen ; the Bible has been given to the poor ; languishing 
churches have been encouraged ; new churches have been col- 
lected ; the preaching of the word, and the ministration of di- 
vine ordinances have been established in places of moral des- 
olation. God has blessed the labours of his servants, and ma- 
ny have been converted and saved* 

Much good may be done by a small number of united friends - 
of Christ. It is not the greatness of the number ; but the bless- 
ing of God, upon the united, faithful, persevering exertion of 
bis friends, that ensures success in this cause. By the smiles 
of a gracious Providence, upon such exertion, the gospel may 
be maintained in this place. Christian ordinances may be 
contmued ; the sabbath may be sanctified ; children may be 
taught the doctrines and duties of the Bible ; united prayer 
may be offered at the throne of grace ; the Holy Spirit may 
continue the work which he has begun, till the heavens drop 
from above, and righteousness springs out of the earth. The 
scales may fall from the eyes of the blind ; sinners may think 
on their ways, throw down their hostile weapons, turn and 
submit themselves to God. Family religion and government 
may be revived, and morning and evening devotion may be 
offered, in habitations where God has never been worshipped. 

4. Another source of argument to enforce the doctrine un^ 
der consideration may be drawn from the holy Scriptures. 
** Behold," says the Psalmist, *< how good, and how pleasant 
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it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." " As the dew 
that descended upon the mountains of Zion, for there the Lobd 
Gommanded a blessing, even life forever more." Christ pray- 
ed that there might be union among his friends, — among all 
who should believe on him through the preaching of' bis word, 
^' that they all might be one." The primitive Christians were 
united, *' the multitude of them that believe were of one heart, 
and one soul." The apostle exhorted the Roman christians 'Ho 
be like minded one toward another," that they might '< with one 
mind and one month glorify God" — to "be kindly affectionate 
one to another with brotherly love ; in honour prefering one 
another." To the Corinthians he said, " Now I beseech you 
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak> 
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you ; 
but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and 
in the same judgment." And to the Philippians, '< Only let 
your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ, 
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear 
of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind, 
striving together for the faith of the gosi^el." How tremen- 
dous are the consequences of disunion V* Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every house 
divided against itself shall not standi" Therefore, '^I beseech 
you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences, 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have beared, and avoid 
them." 

I shall now notice several inferences. 

1. It is the duty of every church to be cautious and faithful, 
in the examination and admission of members. Such, and 
only such, should be admitted, as will sincerely unite with oth- 
er christians, in the promotion of the cause of Christ. No 
society, judiciously managed, will receive persons, as members, 
who are unfriendly to the object of its existence. The church 
is a society formed for the purpose of promoting the kingdom of 
Christ, and surely, ought not to admit those who are unfriend- 
ly to the interest of his kingdom. They who keep the door 
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of the chnfch, cannot know the hearts of men, nor can they 
always prevent the unrenewed from making a profession of 
religion. Tares will gi'dw among the wheat until the haiVest ; 
but the good husbandman will not sow tares. It may be ex- 
pected that the wicked will mingle with the righteous, in the 
visible church. Christ will command his angels to make ttie 
final separation at the last day ; but it is not the duty of chris- 
tiaus tq admit tinsanctified and unholy men into their commun- 
ion. 
' 2. It is the duty of the friends of Christ to unite with the visi- 
ble church. Pious individuals can do more good by combined, 
than by single exertion. Local churches are formed for the 
express purpose of uniting the efforts of christians in one great 
and glorious cause ; and every church needs the influence, the 
prayers, and zealous co-operation of all the friends of Christ,' 
who have opportunity of uniting their labours for the advance- 
ment of his holy kingdom. 

3. The common interest of men is promoted,' by the exist- 
tence and prosperity of the church bf Christ iw the Commtmity. 
The gospel is an unspeakable bles$iiig to mankind, as it re-' 
spects their <iondition in the present world. ' But the existence 
and elertion of a church of Christ, are essential td the enjoy- 
ment of gospel privileges in any town or society. It promotes 
the highest temporal interest of a people, to have good men 
intermingled with the community, — men who will unite their 
labours and prayers for the support of religious institutions. 

If, in any town, where gospel privileges have been enjoyed, 
the church should cease to exist, and of course, the preaching of 
the word, and the ministration of the special ordinances of the 
gospel be discontinued, the sabbath disregarded, the Bible ' 
entirely neglected, the religious instruction of children laid a- 
side, and the restraints of the gospel taken from the mind and 
conscience of the people ; would the temporal interest of the 
community be promoted ? To say nothing of the interest of 
the soul, can such a state of things be desired, even by those 
who do not mean to extend their views beyond the present life f 
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If in this way a people were to be freed from the expense of 
supporting the gospel, a tremendous tax would be imposed by 
the increase of vice ; — a tax, from which they could never lib- 
erate themselves, without returning to those regular habits of 
morality, sobriety and good deportment, which owe their exis- 
tence, either to the sanctifying, or restraining infiuence of the 
gospel. It is obvious, then, that the individuals of a commu- 
nity promote their best temporal interest, by affording their 
friendly aid to those divine institutions which are inseparably 
connected with the existence and prosperity of the Church. 

4. The union which the ministers of Christ aim to promote 
is union in his cause. They aim to promote union of opinion 
respecting the doctrines of Christ, by preaching all the doc- 
trines of the Bible plainly, in their connexion with each other 
and in their relation to practical religion. They aim to pro- 
mote union of affection among christians by holding up clear- 
ly to their view the adorable object of holy affection, the true 
character of the ever blessed God, — ^by explaining the nature, 
and urging the importance of disinterested benevolence, which 
unites the hearts of all the saints, and is the bond of union to 
all holy beings in the universe. They aim to promote union 
of action among the professed followers of Christ, by urging 
all the practical duties enjoined in the gospel. They aim to 
persuade sinners to repent, and unite with saints, in the belief 
of the truth, in love to God, and in zealous efforts to build up 
the kingdom of the great Redeemer. 

There is another kind of union which preachers may easily 
promote, if union merely be their object ; I mean united op- 
position to the truth — to the doctrines of grace, experimental 
religion, practical holiness. There is a strong natural pro- 
pensity in mankind to oppose truth and duty, and quiet them- 
selves in sin. If it be the principal object of a preacher to 
unite a people, without regarding the truth, it is necessary for 
him only to cbnsult their sentiments and feelings, and conform 
his preaching and conversation to their religious views and dis- 
position — to oppose or withhold the truths which they dislike, 
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and encourage or make light of the errors which they embrace, 
and he will undoubtedly promote a kind of union among a 
considerable part of his hearers. There is not probably, a 
town in New-England, if in the christian world, where a preach- 
er, by such a course of accommodation, might not promote a 
considerable degree of union and harmony, and secure to him- 
self the favor and applause of a respectable class of hearers. 
Such is not the union which the faithful preacher will aim to 
promote. 

5. The preacher's work is solemn and important. He is to 
persuade sinners to be reconciled to God, to unite with saints 
on earth, with saints and angels in heaven, and with God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, in advancing the kingdom of 
holiness. It is his appropriate work to persuade the unholy 
to relinquish their selfish pursuits, and unite with the benevo- 
lent part of the universe in advancing the glory of God. En- 
tering upon such a work is honorable, and involves amazing 
responsibility. 
My Bear Young Brother, 

Christ has chosen you to be a minister. You are about to 
be consecrated to the Lord by the imposition of hands, and to 
receive a solemn charge before Grod and the elect angels to be 
faithful. You have undertaken a great work ; but you can 
accomplish it through Christ strengthening you. You are to 
persuade men to give their hearts to God, to repent and be- 
lieve in Christ, to unite themselves to the interest of his holy 
kingdom, and to enter into those bonds of union, which bind 
all benevolent beings to each other, and to the throne of God. 
Seek not to unite your hearts, by denying the Iruth, by refa- 
sing to preach it plainly, or by handling it deceitfully. Aim 
not to promote union in error, peace in sin, and a dead calm 
among unbelievers. Leave the work of preaching peace to 
sinners, and of uniting and quieting them, to those who are 
willing to gather the fruit of such labor in the eternal world. 
Aim at nothing short of making your hearers true christians 
—one in Christ Jesus, — having "Christ in" them "the hope 
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ef glory." Teach not your hearers to make a compromise 
with popular errors, and fashionable sins ; but nrge them to 
believe, love and practice the truth ;— tell them what to be- 
lievey what to love, and how to live. They have a right to 
expect this from their minister. Be kind and affectionate, as 
well as plain and pungent, in your instruction, warning and 
reproof. You must feel right, if you would preach well. Let 
your manner be expressive of a tender heart — of love to the 
iouh committed to your charge. While you make it manifest 
to your hearers, that there is a man of God among them, who 
is not afraid to speak the truth, let them see likewise that they 
have a minister who is condescending, conciliating, and affec* 
tionately desirous of their salvation. " Become all things to 
all men," in the sense which Paul fneant, and yet, "so speak, . 
not as pleasing men, but God, who trieth your heart." Not 
at any time using flattering words, nor seeking glory of men. 
Ask wisdom of God, improve the talents that he hath given 
you, pray for the holy Spirit to make application of truth to the 
conscience and heart, and you may humbly and confidently 
hope, that, from time to time, God will visit your hearers and 
*' take out of them a people for his name" who will be helpers 
of your joy ; and ** stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striv- 
ing together for the faith of the gospel." 
' It is the duty and interest of this church and society to cul- 
tivate christian union. " There should be harmony of opinion 
respecting christian doctrines, and experimental religion, a- 
roong the professed followers of Christ ; union of affection, ac- 
tivity and zeal in religion, among those who have the same 
Bible, have been renewed by the same Spirit, and are bound 
to the same happy world. Be sincere in your love to God,»- 
kindly affectionate one towards another, and with enlightened 
zeal, and fervent prayer strive together for the faith of the gos- 
pel. 

To this religious society "is the word of this salvation sent.^ 
It is your immediate duty to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and unite with his friends. He clmms your hearts, your 
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cheerfnl ebedience, and your combined efforts to eontinoe the 
stated ordinances of the gospel among you. In relation to 
tlus subject, I affectionately entreat you, let there be no divi- 
sion,^-no strife, but that of love, condescension, and forbear- 
ance. God has furnished you with ample means for the sup- 
port of the gospel, and with this diity has connected your tem- 
poral and eternal interest. Refusing to support the gospel 
where God has given ability, is a sin which frequently brings 
judgments on a people in this life, and will not fail of meeting 
the awful frowns of the Judge at the last day. But remember 
that the gospel must not be supported and heard only ; but 
also believed and obeyed, that it may be to you " a savour of 
life unto life." 

To this numerous and respectable assembly with whom I 
shall not meet again until we stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ, I can say nothing new. You have often heard 'the 
the gospel; frequently has Christ been preached to you. 
Some have received, others have rejected him. There are 
various ways in which the latter attempt to justify themselves. 
Thejndgmentwilldisclose whether you are right or wrong. 
You have been frequently reminded of the criminality and 
danger of rejecting Christ; but have you not made light of 
solemn warnings f You are still invited to come to Christ ;*- 
refuse a little longer and your account will be sealed up to the 
judgment of the great day. 
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Dear Sir^ , i. u 

You have, by prayer and laying on of the hands of the prci^ 
bytery, been set apart to the work of the gospel ministry, and 
constituted Bishop or Overseer of the Church of Christ in this 
olace 

Truly solemn, and awfully important is the work before you. 
The consequences resulting from the connexion now formed 
between you and this Church and people will be lasting as 
time ;— nay, they will be felt to eternity ! , 

We charge you therefore before.God, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the elect angels— take heed to the ministry which you 
have received of the Lord, that you fulfil it. Take the charge 
of this flock, not by constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lu- 
cre ; but of a ready mind. Let no sinister motives at any 
time govern your conduct, but be ever influenced by pure love 
to God, and an ardent desire to promote the divine glory m 
the salvation of perishing sinners. Take heed to yourself. 
Renounce the world, its follies and vanities ; endeavoring to 
keep under your body, lest having preached to others, you 
yourself should be a castaway. Be an example to brfievers 
in word, in doctrine, in all conversation and godliness. Preach 
the word of God in its purity and simplicity, wholly unmixed 
with human inventions. Teach not for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men : but preach Christ and him crucified. By 
prayerfully studying the sacred oracles labor to show yourselt 
approved of God, a workman who needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth. In doctrine show uncor- 
ruptness, and sound speech which cannot be condemned. 

Teach men their innate depravity ; that, by nature, they are 
entirely destitute of holiness ; and that without regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit, they can never see or enjoy God. Show 
them the purity and spirituality of the divine law, the perfect 
sinless obedience it requires, their everlasting obUgatieas to 
conform to its precepts, and, that by the deeds of the law no roan 
can possibly be justified before God. Urge on your hearers 
the absolute necessity of faith, repentance, supreme love to , 
God, and a cheerful, constant and hearty obedience to all^os- 

E(l commands, as the only terms of acceptance with God. 
old up to view the character of Christ as the alone Saviour 
and Mediator between God and men, the Lord our righteous- 
■ess, possessing underlved divinity, and bang a proper object 
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of reli^DUS worship and adoration. Exhibit all the doctrines 
of the gospel plainly, forcibly and practically, that you may 
affect the hearts, and awaken the consciences of those who hear. 
Labor so to preach as to humble the pride of man and exalt 
the free, sovereign grace of God. Strive to awaken thought- 
less and hardened sinners by thundering in their ears the de* 
nunciations of Jehovah's wrath against incorrigible transgres* 
sors ; but cheer the trembling penitent with the sweet sounds 
of gospel grace. Study to give to every one a portion in due 
season ; and to this end seek to know the state of the flock. 
Walk about Zion ; view her palaces ; mark well her bulwarks. 
•—Feed the sheep — feed the lambs of the flock. Cease not to 
cry aloud, to show unto sinners their transgressions and their 
danger, and beseech them, in Christ's stead, to become recon- 
ciled to God. 

Administer the special ordinances of the gospel baptism and 
the Lord's supper to all proper subjects. Give not that which 
is holy unto dogs ; but ever make a difference between the pre-, 
cious and the vile. 

Preside in the Church without partiality, endeavoring to 
maintain that wholesome and godly discipline which Christ 
instituted for the benefit of his Church. Those who sin re- 
buke before all, that others may fear to transgress. 

When called to assist in setting apart others to the work of 
the ministry. Lay hands suddenly on no man ; be not a parta- 
ker of other men's sins ; but the things, which you have re- 
ceived, commit to faithful men, who are able to teach others. 
Give yourself to reading, meditation and prayer. Devote 
yourself wholly to the service of God and his Church that your 
profiting may appear unto all. Watch in all things : endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. You must indeed 
expect trials and aflSlictions. These are the portion of all 
Christ's children, especially his faithful ministers. Ungodly 
men will hate you ; will slander and defame you — will misrep- 
resent your words and actions — ^will falsely accuse you, and 
endeavor to render your name odious. But let not these 
things move you, nor think it strange that you meet with 
such trials. Your divine Master endured the contradiction of 
sinners. Tf they have called the master of the house Beelze- 
bub, how much more will they revile the members of his house- 
hold f Learn from him, when you are reviled, not to revile—- 
when you suffer, not to threaten. 

Dear brother, what shall I say more ? — ^I would repeat. Be 
faithful to him who hath called you to labor iu his vineyard. 
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Be gentle unto all men ; be patient ; in meekness instructing 
those who oppose themselves ; if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledging ©f the truth. 

Are you ready to exclaim^ Who is sufficient for these things f 
Listen to the Saviour's cheering words — My grace is sufficient 
for thee. Be thot| faithful unto death and I will give thee a 
crown of life. — Go forth then, my brother, in the strength of 
the Lord God. Stand in thy lot to the end of the days. Be 
faithful — be vigilant — be zealous ; fight manfully under the 
banners of the Prince of Peace — His cause will prevail — and 
at the close of your earthly labors may the language of your 
glorious Leader to you be — ^Well done, good and faithful ser* 
vant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 

Amen and Amen^ 



BZaHT HAWD OF F3Ea.ZK> WSHZP, BT BBV. S AKITSZ. 
STOXna. OVMBBBZiAKD. 

Dear Brotheb :— You doabtless feel this day to be pregaant with important 
•onaequenccB to youraeif, to this church and people, and to this Ticinitjp*. The 
transactions of the present time, no doubt appear oTerwhelming ! Your spirit is 
ready to faint within you, and you tremble at the thought of this momentous /ac<, 
that now an awfully accumulated weight of responsibility rests upon you ! Solemn, 
indeed, is the charge you have received, and important the work to which you 
have been consecrated 

But, my brother, while you are ready to succumb under the weight that has 
now been laid upon you, and give vent to your feelings in the agonizing cry— 
" Who is sufficient for these things 7" we come to soothe the contending emo- 
tions of your heart* by ofiering you our friendly aid. 

Were we to leave you in the present stage of these solemnities, and give you an 
opportunity to ruminate in solitude on your incompetency, adequately to discharge 
the duties already involved in the proceedings of thio Ecclesiastical Council, 
you would, probably, and not without cause, accuse us of being destitute of those 
pocoHar sympathies, which characterize the true people of God. But, as minis- 
ters and disciples of the Lord Jesus, we have not so learned of him. 

Having endeavoured faithfully to point out to you, your duties, we come now to 
tell you where you may obtain all needful grace, to render yourself an approved 
servant of Him, who, we trust, has called you to preach his gospel, and to assure 
you, that if you are a faithful embassador of Christ, you need be daunted 
by no dangers, appalled by no difficulties, and discouraged by no obsta- 
cles. For, if you trust io his promises, you may hear bim saying, *' Fear nee*'^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 

*'LoI am with yott"— " My grace it sufficieni far you,'* And, my brothtr/' V 
God be for'' you, ' who can be against you ?" Here, surely, is ground of strong 
consolation to a minister of Christ, and poirerful encouragements, w4iich may well 
fill him, amid his numerous trials, with the most animating hopes To this 
sonrce, therefore, look for grace and direction. But te us, who, with yourself, 
are called to bear the vessels of the Lord, and to endure common sufferings for 
Christ, you may look fer a participation in yours; and for the performance of thoso 
friendly duties, which the gospel renders obligatory on members of the same fam- 
ily. And as a pledge of our intentions ever to do you good, and help yuu onward 
in the work you have undertaken — We now offer you, dear brother, this light 
handr—xiotf however, as an unmeaning ceremony— ^2 significant in Us nature^ and 
full of design. By this act we make a visible declaration, that we receive you as 
a cO'Worker with us in the faith and fellowship of the gospel ; and engage, never 
to leave you to suffer labour and sorrow alone. With you we will bear the heat and 
the burden ef the day. We will watch over you with all the care and anxious 
solicitude of real friends, united by one common bond of fraternal affection. From 
our standing in the church, we have hitherto claimed a rightful superiority — but 
BOW we lay these claims entirely aside and cheerfully admit you to enjey with us 
equal rights and privileges. We joyfully salute you, as a fellow- laborer in this 
part of the Lord's vineyard, acknowledge your investiture with the ministe- 
rial office— we rejoice in the day whose solemnities place you not a whit behind 
his honoured servants^ 

Are you still disheartened by the consideration of duties which might well make 
an angel shrink from their performance ? Do the cares, the responsibilities and 
the perplexities ofthe sacred office still cause your spirit to faint within youf 
And do you still entertain fears, respecting the genuineness of our pretensions to 
assist and befriend you ? We beg you, my dear brother, neither to be overcome 
nor to distrust our promise, and once more to take this right hand as a more per- 
feet assurance of our sympathies, our prayers, and the affections of oar souls. 
Yes, brother, you shall henceforward, share in our kind offices and chris- 
tian friendship : for we believe, from evidence exhibited, that it hath pleased God 
to call you by bis grace and to reveal his Son in you, for the express purpose that 
you might preach him— if not among the heathen, yet among those equally dis- 
posed to sin, and equally under his wrath and curse. Perceiving this grace, which 
has been given you, and having the warrant of apostolical precedent, we deem it 
highly proper to give you this right hand of fellowship : and in doing it, we be- 
hold you raised to the dignity of a station, both dangerous and enviable f You will 
here stand as a mark of public observation— and it would be strange, if some 
should not seek occasion, from inadequate causes, to sully your reputation by cal- 
umny and reproach. Such honor, all the ministers of Christ have hitherto had. 
Nor were they Jirst in these high honors. Their Master, whom they serve, 
was called Seelubub ! and.tkey of his household cannot reasonably expect to es- 
cape. 

The doctrines you preach, and which we believe were the same Christ himself 
taught, will arouse the latent enmity of the carnal mind, and call into action the 
very powers of darkness ! You must expect to be beset on every side by the ene- 
mies of the truth, and by those who treat contemptuously and despise the saered 
name by which we are called. These things will prove a source of constant trial, 
and call into exercise your faith, patience and labours of love. 

But while we thus assure you of our friendly aid, sympathies and prayers, in alf 
1I0W timM of need— wt beseech you, brother, not to be vniaindful of t»y your ftl- 
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low-torrantSi in the MnM work and tribulations. Doea your heart respond this 
reqnest? — ^thengive roe your right /^aiM?>- hoping that we may have grace, wis- 
dom, prudence, and eyery ministerial gift to enable us ta walk worthy of tha high 
honors we have received and mutually to discharge the arduous duties of our trust 
—we cheerfully salute you as an ambassador of tha Lord of Hosts — acknowledge 
your high commission— and bid you God speed. Go on, therefore, ii^ yeur great 
work. " Wait on the Lord and ha shall strengthen thine heart—and again I say, 
wait on the Lord." 



TO THE CHURCH AND SOaETY 

2$fi SlS^UUain JfHUtintore, 

MIRISTER 07 THE GOSPEL, AT rAI.MOUTH. 

In placing a man in the ministry it was anciently a custom to give him a charge 
in the presence of the wtiole congregation. When Joshaa was inducted into office, 
Moaes was ordered to give him a charge in the sight of the people he was to govern. 

The charge to the minister was given in this public manner to affect the minds of 
the assembly ; the people witnessing his immense responsibility, would the mora 
readily favor him in his arduous undertaking. 
Brethren efthU Cfiureh and Society, 

You have seen the man of your choice this day regularly set over you in tha Lord f 
and will now receive from this Council an exhortation to discharge your duty faiths 
fully towards him. Obey him who has now the rule over you, and submit younelvei; 
for he watches for souls as one that nuut give an account. 

Ye shall sanctify him therefore for he offereth the bread of your Ood. And we be- 
seech you brethrtn, to know him who labors among you, and is over you in the Lord, 
and admonishes you, and to esteem him very highly in love for his work*s sake. Treat 
him with due respect. 7/k elder that ruUth well is worthy of double honor. 

We beseech you tt give a regular attendance on his minisirj . This will greatly 
animate his mind. Let no trifling circumstance detain you from the house of God 
on tha Sabbath. Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together. Hear him 
with candor. His calls in the week may be so numerous as to interrupt his hours 
of study. In case therefore he should at times, appear in the sanctuary without 
thoae preparations, which, otherwise circumstanced, he might be expected to 
make ; atill forbear to complain. 

See that your eateem far him doea not vanish with the novelty of hia^peraon and 
labours. Rather, let your aflbctian for him incraaaa whh hie age, and in propor- 
tion as his labours among you are multiplied. In too many instances alaa, does tha 
affaetion of a people toward their Minister, didiiBish aa his acts of kindness towarda 
tham are repeated. Tha beat miniatora are liable to sink into disreputa. Whan a 
Minister firal comet to a paopio with maaaacaa of marcy, It ia often tha caaoi that 
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•▼ery w*rd. as it falls from his lips, is received with eagerness and approbatioB : 
but as his services become more castomary, he is less regarded. His sermons, 
though far more profound and edifying are scarcely noticed. But beloved, we hope 
better things of you— that your love for your Minister, instead of lessenings will in- 
crease with every service. 

Especially, brethren, let us urge you to pray for your Minister.— Pray that the 
anointing oil of the Lord may be upon him. This will make him shine in this g>o1d- 
en candlestick. Paul, though inspired, repeatedly solicited the prayers of those 
among whom he labored. Brethren^ pray for tis — and for mc, that utterance may be 
given tmto mc, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery oftht gos- 
pel. It is your duty, brethren, to ask God to send a due portion of the Spirit into 
the heart of him who is this day separated to the work of the gospel. The influen- 
ces of the Spit it are to the Minister of the New Testament, what the Urim and 
Thummim were to the Jewish Priest. 

What a useless creature is a n(iinister without the Spirit ? How fruitless his ef- 
forts ! How lifeless his sermons, however well studied and delivered. Though he 
could speak with the tongues of men and of angels : — and although he had the gift of 
prophecy s and understood all mysteries ; yet unless he have the Spirit to accompany his 
preaching, he is as sounding brass, or a tiukling cymbal. It is an unction from the Ho- 
ly One, that will make the labors of your Minister effectual. It is this that will make 
the word which flows from his lips, reach and affect your hearts. Go often, there- 
fore, to the throne of God, and pray for him and yourselves, that you may both receive 
•f his fulness. Take the attitude of humble suppliants, and by your fervent prayers 
fetch down the influences of the Spirit into the heart of your minister, that his prof- 
iting may appear to all. 

And finally, that you may enjoy the full and entire benefit of his labors, you will 
do much to render his wordiy circumstances pleasant and unembarrassing. His 
yearly stipend you will not withhold. We are confident you will be punctual to your 
agreement. Thou shaU not defraud him. His wages shall not abide with thee all the 
the night ; at his day thou shalt gim him his hire ; neither shall the sun go down upon 
iif lest he cry against th*£ unto the Lord, and it be sin unto thee. When we speak of 
temporal support, brethren, we refer to private acts of beneficence and friendship; 
These, however small, wlien bestowed with a warm and feeling heart, will bring 
forth all the energies of his soul in your service. As you impart to him of your 
carnal things, he will administer to you of his spiritual things. We trust you will 
be kind to your minister — tender of his reputation, and will do all in your power to 
make him useful, so long as his pastoral relation to you inay be sustained. And if 
by your prayers and pleasant attentions to your minister you invite God to send 
down his Holy Spirit, you will be mutually benefited. Then there will be light, 
not only in your minister's head and heart, but diffused threugh yaur congregation 
and every duty will be performed to divine acceptance. If the Spirit be poured up- 
on you, and your Minister should prove faithful to his trusty and make the gospel 
ahine in its full blaze in this place, then happy be your times. Instead of receiving 
the spirit of the world, you will imbibe the meekness of Jesus.— Sinners among yoH 
wtll be converted; saints edified, souls saved, and Gud glorified* Amen. 
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